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CONSENT ORDER

The Maryland Ingurance Commissioner (“Commissioner”) enters into thfs Consent Order
(“Congent Order”) with the consent of Aliera Healthoare, Inc, (“Respondent”), pursuant to Md.
Ann, Code, Ingurance (“Insurance Article”) §§ 2-108, 2-204, and any other applicable seotions.' As
the basis for this action, the Maryland Insurance Administration (“Administration™) states:

I _Explanatory Statement

1 Respondent is a corporation with a principal place of business and mailing address of
5901 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Building B, Suite 200, Atlanta, GA 30328,

2, Respondent is licenised by the Commissioner to operato in Maryland as a business entity
insurance producet,

3. Betweén November 29, 2016 and Sepiember 8, 2017, the Administration conducted an
investigation of Respondent’s activities, Prior o and throughout the course of this investigation,
Respondent met with the Commissioner and his staff seeking guidance pertaining to compliance
with Maryland law as & voluntary noncontractual religlous publication arrangement as described in
§1-202(a)(4) of the Insurance Atticle, The Respondent coopetated with this investigation in all

respects,




4, On October 2, 2017, the Commissioner issued an Ordler (“the Initial Order™) detailing the

findings of the investigation and holding the Respondent in. violation of certain sections of the

Insurance Article,
5, Respondent requested a heating to contest the Initial Order,

6. The parties agree to this Consent Order into otder 1o avold litigation and to fully and finally

resolve all issués stated in this Order,

IL. Provisions of Law

The Comumissioner considers that following provisions of law relevant to this matter,
Pursuant to §2-204(b)(2), the faiture to designate a particular provision of the article in this Order
does not deprive the Commissioner éf fha right 1o rely on that proyision in enforcing this Order,
I, Section 1-101(s) provides, in relevant patt, as follows:

(s) Except as expressly provided otherwise in this article, “insurance” means a contract

to indemnify or to pay or provide a specified or determinable amount or benefit on the
oceurrence of a determinable contingency,

2, Section 1-101 (p) provides, in relevant part, as follows:

()(1) “Health insurance” means insurance of human beings against:
(1) bodily injury, disablement, or death by aceident or accidental moans, or the
expenses of bodily injury, disablement, or death by accident or accidental mans;
(1) disablement or expenses resulting from sickness or childbirth; and
(iti) expenses incurred in prevention of sickness ot dental care.

3. Section 1-202(a)(4) provides, in relevant part, as follows:
(a) This article does not apply to:

(4) a voluntary noncontractual religious publication arrangement that:

(i) publishes a newsletter whose subscribers are limited to members of the same
denomination or religion;

(iii) acts as an crganizational clearinghouse for information between subseribets
who have medical costs and subseribers who choose to aseist with those costs;

(iv) matches subscribers with a willingness to pay and subscribets with present
medical costs;




(v) coordinates payments directly from one subseriber to another;
(vi) suggests amounts to give that are voluntary among the subscribers, with no

assumption of risk or promise to pay either among the subscriber or between the
subseribers and the organization;

(vil) does not use a compensated tnsurance producer, tepresentative or othet
person to solicit or enroll subseribers,

() does not use funds paid by subscribers for medical costs to cover
administrative costs[.]

IIL_Conclusions of Law

After conduoting the investigation described above and in light of the relevant Maryland
and federal law, Including without limitation the provislons cited above, the Administration
hereby reaches the following conclusions of law.
1, This plan does not meet the requirements of §1-202(a)(4) of the Insurance Article,
2 The Unity plan and its operator, Aliera, are not execluded from the application of the
Insurance Article by § 1-202.
3, The Insurance Commissioner has jurlsdiction over the subject matter of this Order,
4. In considetation of the statutory law of the State, the Commissioner enters this
Order to enforce the Insurance Article,

ORDER

WHEREFORE, for the reasons set forth above, it is this §2j‘__"yday of _April ,2018,
ORDERLED by the Commissioner and consented to by Respondent that:
A, Effective immediately and as of the date of this Order, Respondent shall stop selling,
soliciting, offering, renewing, or effecting any new memberships in the state of Maryland in the
Unity Healthshare Ministry plan, and shall further cease and refrain from selling, soliciting,
offering, renewing or effecting policies or memberships 1n any other health oare ministry, plan or

program that is not compliant with §1-202 of the Insurance Article,




B,  Respondent shall provide writfen notice no later than June 1, 2018, of the terms of this
Consent Order to all present Mearyland-resident members of the Unity Healthshare Ministry plan,
This notice shall indicate that the Unity plan will not be operational in Maryland after December
31, 2018, This notioe shall further indicate the necessity for cutrent members to explore other
healtheare coverage options for the period beginning January 1, 2019,

C.  This notice to Maryland-resident mombers shall further indicate that any member may
terminate his or her membefship in the Unity Healthsharé Ministry plan by providing one (1)
month’s notlce to Respondent of his or her intention to so terminate the membership,

D, With respeot to members that do not choose to terminate their membership, Respondent
ts permitted to continue to operate the Unity Healthshare Ministry plan and to collect Monthly
Share Amount payments for the remainder of all memberships that are in force as of the date of
this Consent Order untll December 31, 2018, inclusive, Respondent shall manage cost sharing
requests and payments‘under the terms of the currently in-force membership guidelines,

E. Bffectivo January 1, 2019, Respondent is to permanently cease the sale, solicitation or
opetation in Maryland of the Unity Healthshare Ministry plan and any other plan that i not
excluded from the application of the Insurance Article by §1-202, and thereby constitutes health
insurance under the terms of §1-101(p), and that is operated without a valid eertificate of
guthority.

F..  Respondent is directed to provide a written affirmation of its compliance with the terms
of this Consent Order no later than February 1, 2019, This affirmation shall include a statement
to the effect tﬁat Respondent has complied with this Order, a statement to the effeet that the
Unity Healthshare Ministry is no longer operational in Maryland, and a statement to the effect
that all Maryland-resident previous members of the plan have been apprised of the terms of this

Order, This affirmation shall be sent to Brica Bailey, Associate Commissioner, Compliance &
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Enforcement Unit, 200 St, Paul Place, Suite 2700, Baltlnore, MDD 21202, and shall identify the
case by Identification # MCLH-~159-2016-1,

a. Contemporaneously with the exeoution of this Consent Order, Respondent shall pay an
administrative penalty to the State of Maryland for the violations stated herein in the amount of
seven thousand flve hundred dollars ($7,500.00), Administrative penaltics shall be made
payable to the Maryland Insurance Administration and shall identify the case by Identification #
MCLH-159-2016-1, Unpaid penalties will be referted to the Ceniral Colleotion Unit for
collections, |

H. The parties acknowledge that this Consent Order contains the entire agreement botween
the parties relating to the administrative actions addressedl herein and thaf this Consent Order
resolves all matters relating to the factual mssortions and agreements contained herein, This
Consent Order supersedes the Initial Order, All time frames set forth in this Consent Order may
be amended or modified only by subsequent written agreement of Ithe parties, The
Administration will impose no sanction upon Respondent beyond the ferms of this Consent
Order for the conduet and time petiod described in the Initial Order,

L Respondent has had the opportunity to have this Consent Order reviewed by legal

. counsel of their choosing, and are aware of the benefits gained and obligations inourred by the

execution of the Consent Order, Respondent waives any and all rights to any -administrative
heating of this Consent Order to which they would otherwise be entitled under the Insurance
Article with respect to any of the determinations made or actions ordered by this Consent Order
for the conduct and time period described herein,

AR Fof the purposes of the Administration and for any subsequent administrative or civil
proceedings concerning Respondent, whether related or wnrelated to the foregoing paragraphs,

and with regard to requests for information about the Respondent made under the Maryland
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Public Information Act, or properly made by governmental agencies, this Order will be kept and
maintained in the regular course of business by the Administration, For the purposes of the
business of the Administration, the records and publications of the Administretion will reflect
this Consent Order,

K. Nothing hereln shall be deemed a watver of the Commissioner’s right to proceed in an
administrative actlon or eivil action to enforce the terms of this Consent Order, Failure to fully

comply with the terms of this Consent Order may subject Respondent to further legal or

adminisirative action,

L This Order shall be effect upon signing by the Commissioner or his designee, and 1s a

Final Order of the Commissionet under § 2-204 of the Insurance Article.

ALFRED W, REDMER, JR,
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER

signhature on file with original

Brica Bajley, Assyciate Commisstoner
Compliance & Erfforcement Unit

Respondent Aliera Healtheare, Inc, hereby CONSENTS to the representations made in, and to
the terms of, this Consent Order, On behalf of Respondent, the undersigned hereby affirms that
he or she has taken sll necessaty steps to obtain the authority to bind Respondent to the

obligations stated herein and does, in fact, have the authority to bind Respondent to the
obligations stated herein,

_ signature on file with original
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